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Merry Christmas! 
 

As Christians we have two great festivals above all other festivals: Christmas which marks the birth of our 

Savior Jesus Christ; and Holy Week which marks the institution of the Holy Mass, the suffering of Jesus, His 

death, and His resurrection.  Holy Week is the more important festival, but Christmas I think is more fun. 

Today above all else we rejoice that God Himself has come to us lowly and frail human beings as one 

of us to rescue us from the power of sin and death.  If this is not a reason for celebration, then nothing in 

heaven or earth is worth celebrating.  So let us rejoice not only this day, but for the entirety of the 

Christmas Season, that God has visited His people. 

 

To properly celebrate the birth of our savior takes the assistance of many people in our parish.  I want to 

thank the men and women who helped to plan and set up the many decorations that currently adorn 

the church for this most holy day.  A lot of hard work and skill went into preparing these decorations 

that lend such a festive atmosphere to our church. 

 

The musicians and singers that have spent weeks and months preparing for this day also deserve our 

thanks.  It is an ancient saying in the Church that singing counts as a prayer said twice.  Thanks to the 

efforts of the parish choirs and musicians not only has our celebration been properly festive, but our 

celebration has also been a great prayer of joy and thanksgiving directed to God. 

 

Another word of thanks goes out to all the ministers who serve the parish in various roles during the 

Mass.  This includes the Lectors who proclaim the Word of God; the Eucharistic Ministers who assist in 

bringing the Body and Blood of our Lord to the people; the Ushers who directly assist the people of God 

in many different ways before, during, and after the Mass; and the Altar Servers who assist me and our 

guest priests during the Mass.  Finally, I want to give a special word of thanks to the deacons of our 

parish who not only serve at the altar during the Mass, but also serve the people of parish in several 

ministries outside of the Mass. 

 

May all of you and your families have a happy and holy Christmas! 

 

 

   Yours in Christ, 

 

   Fr. Stephen Eickhoff 

   Pastor 

A NOTE FROM FATHER EICKHOFF 
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Sunday, December 24 Vigil of Christmas 

 4:00 PM-O’Toole & Placek Families req. Cathy & 

Bob Spencer 

 6:00 PM-Hilger & Schindlbeck Family & Friends 

req. Jean Hilger 

 10:00 PM-Glen, Myrt & Terry Weber req. Karen 

Wagner 

Monday, December 25 Feast of Christmas  

 8:00 AM-For the Parishioners 

 10:00 AM-Genevieve Wozek req. Deacon Duane 

& Chris Wozek 

Tuesday, December 26 

 7:00 AM-Kenneth Hermann req. Mary Jane 

Nehring 

Wednesday, December 27 

 8:00 AM-Thomas Stoneberg req. Family 

Thursday, December 28 

 7:00 AM-Communion Service 

Friday, December 29 

 8:00 AM-Pat & Blanche O’Toole req. Cathy & Bob 

Spencer 

Saturday, December 30 

 5:00 PM-Richard & Ruth Lawrence req. Marcia & 

Debbie 

Sunday, December 31 

 7:30 AM-Natalie Canete req. Beatriz & Armando 

Cultura 

 9:15 AM-For the Parishioners 

 11:00 AM-Connelly Family req. Mary  

Mass Intentions 
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Wed 

 8:30 AM-Rosary 

 NO-Confessions and NO Eucharistic Adoration 

 7:00 PM-Cursillo 

Fri 

 8:30-9:00 AM-Eucharistic Adoration in Church 

Sat 

 3:30-4:30 PM-Confessions 

Events 

 

 

 

Scripture Readings 
For the Week of December 24, 2023 
 
Sunday Fourth Sunday of Advent 
2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29; Rom 16:25
-27; Lk 1:26-38 
 
Monday The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)  
Vigil Mass: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29; Acts 13:16-17, 
22-25; Mt 1:1-25 or Mt 1:18-25 
Mass During the night: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13; Ti 
2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14 
Mass at Dawn: Is 62: 11-12; Ps 97: 1, 6, 11-12; Ti 3: 4-7; Lk 2: 
15-20 
Mass during the Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6; Heb 
1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18 or Jn 1:1-5, 9-14 
  
Tuesday Feast of Saint Stephen, First Martyr 
Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 & 8ab, 16bc & 17; Mt 
10:17-22 
 
Wednesday Feast of Saint John, Apostle and Evangelist 
1 Jn 1:1-4; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; Jn 20:1a & 2-8 
 
Thursday Feast of Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
1 Jn 1:5­­­­­­—2:2; Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7cd-8; Mt 2:13-18 
 
Friday Memorial of Saint Thomas Becket, Bishop and Martyr 
1 Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6; Lk 2:22-35 
 
Saturday 1 Jn 2:12-17; Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10; Lk 2:36-40 
 
Sunday Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6, 21:1-3; Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 or Ps 
105:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9; Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 or Heb 11:8, 11
-12, 17-19; Lk 2:22-40 
 

Readings for the Week 
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Please Pray For 

PARISH BULLETIN EMAIL NOTIFICATION 
 

Stay up to date with what is happening at St. Anne Parish. 

 

Each week Discover Mass will send you an email update with a link to the current week's bulletin.  

https://discovermass.com/church/st-anne-oswego-il/#bulletins 

COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND 

 

† Are you or do you know someone unable to attend Mass regularly due to 

age or illness? 

† Do you wish to receive Communion at home? 

† Pastoral Care Ministers are available to bring the Eucharist to you. 

 

For more information please contact  the Parish Office 

 

stanne@stanneparish.org, 630-554-3331 

And all who are experiencing illness and are not listed by name. 

Names will be kept on listing for six weeks 

Lilia Adaya 

Maximiliano Ballesteros 

Trica Barron 

Arlene Bartkowicz 

Mary Connelly 

Anne Rangel-Croker 

Roman Cybulski 

Diane DeRudder 

Jim De Vos 

Paula Dohonge 

Karleigh Drebes 

Bob Duprey 

John Duprey 

Virgilio Dungo 

Casey Dyon, Jr. 

James Feeley 

Peggy Flanigan 

Deane Goldstein 

Liam Harkins 

Dean Hartley 

J. J. Heinemann 

Martha Hettinger 

Mark Hums 

Dean Knott 

Bea Koehler 

Bob Lindsey 

Ramiro Martinez 

Adriana Padilla 

Jean Sanchez 

Patricia Slama 

Mary Ann Soszynski 

Father Dan Stempora 

Ray Vanagas 

Jay Vidmar 

Doug Westbrook 

John Wossner 
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 All of us are recipients of many blessings from God. In return, He expects that we praise Him for His 

goodness and thank Him for His generous 1gifts. Thanking, however, is not done in word only, but in deed, also. 

  

 Actual Budgeted 

Total Parish Offering  December 10, 2023   

       

     Sunday Offering $13,180.48 $22,500.00                              

     E-Giving  $  4,950.50 121 Transactions 

  

     Total Offering $18,130.98 

 

       Thank you to those who are able to continue to support us through EGIVING 

or mailing in your contribution! 

 

E-Giving:    If you would like to participate in E-Giving 

https://giving.ncsservices.org/App/Giving/ncs-1474  

 

For those signed up for EGIVING, please continue this practice to aide in the processing of the collection.  

 

“Recent Federal Tax changes may make it advantageous for parishioners receiving RMDs (Required Minimum 

Distributions) to transfer funds from their IRA (Individual Retirement Accounts) to St. Anne Parish.   “Please consult 

your financial planner or tax advisor before making any tax or contribution decision.” 

God’s Share 

2023 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS 

 

 Contribution statements will be available by request only this year.   If you would like to receive a 

statement via email or US Mail, please contact the parish office to make this request.    

 

630-554-3331 

jan@stanneparish.org 

 

 Thank you for your continued generosity to St. Anne Parish 

THE 2023 CATHOLIC MINISTRIES ANNUAL APPEAL IS NOW UNDERWAY 

Pledge your gift to the CMAA 

 

If you have already pledged your support to the Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal, THANK YOU!  If we all participate, we 
can meet our parish’s CMAA goal of $109,300.00.  Each and every gift, large or small, makes a difference.     To date we 
have received pledges totally $134,921.00 with $130,362.00 made towards pledges. 
 

If you have not yet made your pledge, it’s not too late.  Please prayerfully reflect on how you can best support the 

CMAA this year and ensure all in our Diocese know that we belong to God.  There are many options for giving, 

from pledging to monthly recurring gifts.  Pledge envelopes are still available in the literature racks, or your can 

return the pledge card you received in the mail from the Diocese or make a gift online at 

jolietdioceseappeal.org. 

 

Remember, if we raise more than our goal, the Diocese will return to us 70 percent of the amount over goal.  

This is an amazing opportunity for our parish. 
 
You may find a copy of the closing report for the Diocesan CMAA in the literature racks. 
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ADULT CONFIRMATION 2024 

 

Adult Confirmation classes will be held on Thursdays, February 22, 29, March 7 and 14 at 7:30 PM in the 

Joachim Center. 

 

If you are an adult age 17 or older who has not been Confirmed and you are interested in receiving the 

Sacrament of Confirmation please contact: 

 

Deacon David Brockman 

630-383-2331 

Email:  ocia@stanneparish.org 

PRAYER SHAWLS AVAILABLE 

 

• Know a parishioner, family member or friend going through a difficult time? 

• Prayer Shawls are available.   Please contact the parish office to arrange a time to 

pick one up to take to them:  630-554-3331 or stanne@stanneparish.org 

• Shawls have been knitted or crocheted, blessed and bagged with an enclosed prayer 

ready to be given to someone in need 
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ROSARY 

 

Come join us on Monday and Wednesday to recite the Rosary in the church after the 8:00 AM Mass. 

 

Also, Monday evening we do teleconference Rosary at 7:00 PM.   To join:  Contact  Don Oblazney630-518-

7387 

TUTOR VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Dominican Literacy Center 

  

The Dominican Literacy Center in Aurora, celebrating its 30th year, has just received The Best Practices Award 

from the National Library of Congress.  The Center will be training new tutor volunteers for its literacy program in 

January.  

 

Female volunteers (with high school diploma) are trained to help women students learn to read, write, and 

speak English.  Tutoring sessions are 90 minutes, once a week, from September to May, at 260 Vermont St., 

Aurora (behind St. Therese Church). Tutors do not need to speak Spanish or have teaching experience, but all 

volunteers must attend 7 hours of training in addition to viewing several training videos online.  

 

The next training date is Saturday, January 20, from 9:00 AM to 3:30 PM.  Tutors will begin with their new student 

the following week.  

 

To volunteer, email Alison Brzezinski at Alison@dominicanliteracycenter.org.  

 

For more information, visit www.dominicanliteracycenter.org or call 630-898-4636.  The Center is not handicap 

accessible. 
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Contact us by phone (630-554-1425) or email us: 

reo@stanneparish.org for Cathy Gillooly, DRE K-5   

jhdre@stanneparish.org for Julie Krakora, DRE 6-8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

K-5 Family Scripture Connection 

In all the excitement of celebrating Christmas Eve this Sunday, December 24, don’t 

forget that it is also the 4th Sunday in Advent!  We have one more day of preparation 

before celebrating the birth of Jesus after sundown on Sunday.  In the Gospel for this 

4th Sunday of Advent, we hear the angel Gabriel tell Mary that God has a special 

plan for her.  Mary was afraid but she was full of faith and trusted God’s plan.  So, she 

said “yes” to being the mother of Jesus.  What kind of plan does God have for you?  

Will you be brave and full of faith like Mary and say “yes” to God? 

 

K-5 Schedule 

There are no RE classes for the next two weeks to celebrate Christmas and the Winter Break.  Classes will 

resume on Monday, January 8.  

 

 

A Model of Prayer 

Since the 4th Sunday of Advent and Christmas Eve are wrapped in one, our waiting 

time for Christmas is only hours, not days. Amid excitement for presents, seek time to 

be with the Holy Family.  

• During the Christmas season, be strengthened by an obedience to faith like Mary 

and Joseph.  

• Look at the image below and imagine yourself as Mary’s child, peacefully sitting 

      next to her to trust God’s plan as the Mother of God (as Jesus – which our 6th graders 

      are still trying to grasp.) 

• Like Jesus, become a student (a child) of Mary and learn how to pray to God and call upon her for your 

needs too. 

 

DASH 1 and DASH 2: Enjoy Christmas break!  

 

DASH 3: Over break, don’t neglect your prayer time! Those with work still to complete?  All items must be 

completed by/on December 31.  We start up on January 21 with our first all group session!  

 

Next Youth Group:  Friday, January 12, 2024 

Friday, December 22-Monday, January 1 Closed 

Tuesday, January 2 to Thursday, January 4 9:00 AM-4:00 PM 

Friday, January 5       9:00 AM-1:00 PM 
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St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Gospel Reflection 

 
Imagine how Mary felt at the birth of Jesus: excited, awed, frightened.  Deep faith was her light in the darkness, 

for Jesus was born during the night of the year when darkness is the longest. 

 

Your prayers and gifts to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul brought light into the darkness surrounding the heart 

of those living in poverty bringing them the real, lasting, and deep joy of Christmas.  On behalf of all those 

we’ve counseled and helped this year, our members wish each and every one of you a very MERRY 

CHRISTMAS! 

 

If there is anyone you know who needs help,  

our contact information is: 

 

Hotline—630-383-2322   Email stvincentdp@stanneparish.org  

 

KENDALL COUNTY COMMUNITY FOOD PANTRY 

 

 The Kendall County Community Food Pantry continues to serve families from the 

County in need of food assistance. 

 

Interesting Statistics: 

 

 2,201   neighbors served with 939 being new in 2022 

 6,540   includes all family members of the neighbors fed in 2022 

 280    families (on average) were served per week in 2022 with a recent week serving 315 

 14,560   shopping carts were loaded up 

 72,800  meals provided per shopping cart.   This assumes 5 meals can be made with each cart  

    (which is a low number) 

 $175   assumption of what each cart is worth (again a low number), then… 

 $2,548,000 was saved by all households through food distribution at KCCFP  

  

 Cash donations go a long way.   For every dollar donated, the pantry can purchase $8.00 in food from 

the Northern Illinois Food Bank. 

 

Donations may be mailed directly to: 

Checks should be made out to Kendall County Community Food Pantry: (not St. Anne Parish) 

Kendall County Community Food Pantry 

208 Beaver Street 

Yorkville, IL  60560 
https://kccfoodpantry.org/donate/ 
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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

Baptisms are generally held the 1st and 3rd 

Sundays of the month (some months this may 

vary) at 12:30 PM.  Expectant parents are to 

call the Parish Office, six months before the 

birth of their child for preparation information.  

Please do not choose Godparents until you 

receive the established Church guidelines for 

Godparents. 

 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

Couples seeking the Sacrament of Marriage 

should call the parish office at least six months 

before the date of marriage.  A wedding date 

may not be secured until meeting with the 

parish Deacon or Priest.  At that time, the 

couple will be secured a date and begin the 

process of preparation for the Sacrament of 

Marriage. 

 

 

 

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK 

If there is anyone at home who cannot get to 

Mass and the Sacraments because of illness or 

age, please call the parish office at anytime 

to request the Sacrament of the Anointing of 

the Sick. 

 

O.C.I.A.  (Order of Christian Initiation of Adults) 

Those interested in becoming Catholic or in 

learning more about the Catholic faith meet 

weekly.  Call the parish office or e-mail 

rcia@stanneparish.org for more information. 

 

STEWARDSHIP PARISH 

We are a stewardship parish.  This means that 

every parishioner with an income is asked to 

use a Sunday envelope, since we expect to 

meet our needs from the one collection at the 

Presentation of the Gifts. 

 

 

 

NEW PARISHIONERS 

All new families are warmly welcomed to Saint 

Anne Parish and we ask that you register your 

family through our website at http://

stanneparish.org/registration-form/. 

 

BULLETIN DEADLINE 

Bulletin articles are due into the parish office 

by 10:00 AM Thursday, 10 days before the 

Sunday you wish the article to appear.  Please 

email your copy to stanne@stanneparish.org 

using Microsoft WORD. 

 

AUTOMATED EXTERNAL DIFIBRILLATOR AED 

Located Across from Parish Offices and On 

Outside Wall of Gathering Room of Church. 

 

PARISH MAILING ADDRESS 

Reminder:  anything mailed to parish offices 

must be addressed to:  P. O. Box 670, Oswego, 

IL  60543-0670 

PARISH STAFF 
Pastor ................................................................................................................. Rev. Stephen Eickhoff 

freickhoff@stanneparish.org (630) 383-2319 

 

 

Director of O.C.I.A. ..................................................................................... Deacon David Brockman 

ocia@stanneparish.org (630) 383-2331 

 

High School Youth Minister ........................................................................... Deacon Duane Wozek 

hsym@stanneparish.org (630) 554-1425 

 

Deacon ................................................................................................................ Deacon James Perry 

dcnperry@stanneparish.org  ....................................................................................... (630)-383-2314 

 

Deacon .............................................................................................................. Deacon Gary Wooley 

deacongary@stanneparish.org (630) 383-2327 

 

Pastor Emeritus ...............................................................................................Rev. Daniel F. Stempora 

 

Director of Music Ministry..................................................................................... Richard Jurevich 

music@stanneparish.org (630) 383-2317 

 

Business Manager ................................................................................................................ Jan Miriani  

jan@stanneparish.org (630) 383-2310 

 

Director of Religious Education, K-5 ............................................................................ Cathy Gillooly 

reo@stanneparish.org (630) 554-1425 

 

Director of Religious Education, 6-8 .............................................................................. Julie Krakora 

jhdre@stanneparish.org (630) 554-1425 

 

EUCHARISTIC LITURGY 
Saturday ....................................................................................................................................... 5:00 PM 

Sunday .................................................................................................................. 7:30, 9:15 & 11:00 AM 

Monday-Wednesday-Friday .................................................................................................... 8:00 AM 

Tuesday—Thursday .................................................................................................................... 7:00 AM 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Saturday .............................................................................................................................. 3:30-4:30 PM 

Wednesday………………………………………………………………………………………7:00-8:00 PM 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Wednesday ......................................................................................................................... 7:00-8:00 PM 

Friday………………………………………………………………………………………,……..8:30-9:00 AM 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Learn, Live and Nurture — 

Learn the Faith, Live the Faith and 
Nurture the Faith 

As a welcoming Catholic community, 

we strive to be disciples of Jesus 

glorifying His true presence in the 

Eucharist.  Just as St. Anne was called 

by God, we are called as faithful 

w i t n e s s e s  t o  c e l e b r a t e  t h e 

Sacraments, honor traditions and 

nurture the family by studying, praying 

and proclaiming the Good News 

through service and evangelization. 

551 Boulder Hill Pass 

P. O. Box 670 (mailing address) 

Oswego, IL 60543 

 

www.stanneparish.org 

 

 

Parish Office 

Phone ................................... (630) 554-3331 

Fax ........................................ (630) 554 0530 

Email ................. stanne@stanneparish.org 

 

Monday-Thursday .......... 8:30 AM-4:00 PM 

Friday………………………remote 

 

Religious Education Office 

Phone ................................... (630) 554-1425 

Fax ........................................ (630) 554-9797 

Hours 

Mon, Tues, Wed………..11:00 AM-7:00 PM 

Thur……………………….9:30 AM-4:00 PM 

Fri……………………... …9:00 AM-1:00 PM 
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Wall and Ceiling
SpeCialiStS SinCe 1884

630-892-5612

ken.brummel@heitkotter.com

1700 Industrial Drive
Montgomery

heitkotter.com

Sod FarmS, Inc.

Naperville

630-904-1017

Wholesale/Retail

No order too small!

Hair Salon

19 Jefferson St • Oswego
(630) 554-2515

EXTERIOR / INTERIOR
o  Painting & Staining

o  Walls/Woodwork o  Fences
o  Insured/Free Estimates

630-327-7740
Robert Blahut - Owner

All Pro
P a i n t e r s

Over 21 Years 
Experience

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Janna Misek Agency

630-554-1540
Se Habla Español

1136 Douglas Rd., Oswego

Home • Auto • Life • CommerCiAL

Janna Misek
Parishioner
www.jannamisek.com

* Traditional, Non-Traditional
* On-Site Cremation Services

*Pre-planning and Pre-financing available

1801 S. Douglas Rd, P.O. Box 665
Oswego, IL 60543-0665

www.dunnfamilyfuneralhome.com

Dunn
Family

630/554-3888
Funeral Home with Crematory

A Catholic Family serving the
needs of Fellow Catholics

William and Patricia Dunn
Parishioners

Mason square Plaza
2751 Rt. 34, Oswego
630-551-1150

2083 orchard rd.
Montgomery, IL

630-264-4410

Not valid with other offers
20% oFF on orders of $15 or more

The Daleiden Mortuary
220 N. Lake Street, Aurora

630-631-5500
See our interactive website at

www.daleidenmortuary.com

Philip S. Nelson  Funeral Director
Yorkville  Plano  Hinckley  Waterman  Sandwich

Traditional & Cremation Services Available
www.nelsonfuneralhomes.com  630-553-7611

Oswego | 630.554.5599 | 4500 Route 71 
Yorkville | 630.553.1900 | 9620 Route 34

John & Jacquie Purcell - St. Patrick Parishioners

$5.00 OFF with purchase
of $15

or more(limit 1 per customer) STanne

Free Assembly & Delivery for Grills

auto chip Keys • Fill propane • repair WindoW screens

260 S. Main St. Sugar grove, iL

10% Discount on Full Roof or Siding 
Replacement with mention of this ad

630.844.2553 www.aaa-roofs.com

accurate  accountabLe  affordabLe

RooFing
FaScia
SoFFit

SiDing
winDowS
gutteRS

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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