Recently, I stopped by a big home improvement store. The garden center was bustling with people shopping
for flowers and plants. Happily, I sighed and thought, “Ah, spring is in the air!”
One of my favorite images in the Bible is that of the garden. It not only reminds us that we reap what we
sow. But also, it all begins in the Garden of Eden with the creation of Adam and Eve and then their eventual
fall from grace. Jesus experiences deep prayer, agony and betrayal in the Garden of Gethsemane before
His crucifixion. At the resurrection, Mary Magdalene is the first to see the risen Christ, but she does not
recognize Him, “supposing Him to be the gardener” (John 20:15). Throughout Scripture, gardens are a place
to encounter the mystery of God. They are places of suffering, death and most importantly, new life.
Saying all this, let me acknowledge that I do not have a naturally green thumb. I admire people who possess
that gift. Regardless, I am starting to dabble in some basic gardening.
At the bishop’s residence in Joliet where I live, I have made the decision to have some large trees cut down
in my backyard. The reason I am having them removed is not because I am “anti-tree.” On the contrary, I
love trees. However, there are so many in my backyard, that they have created a canopy over the yard
through which no sunlight can penetrate. As a result, instead of grass, my backyard is basically a plot of dirt
that, when it rains, turns into a muddy mess and at worst a swamp. As we remove a few of the trees, my
hope is that the sun may shine through the remaining ones and that grass, flowers and plants may return to
sprout, grow and flourish.
Scripturally, Jesus reminds us that gardens need to be pruned so that they may produce fruit: “He prunes it so
that it may bear more fruit” (John 15:3). In the Catholic Church, spiritual pruning is not a negative exercise.
Instead, it helps our spiritual growth by removing whatever inhibits or prevents us from growing in healthy and
holy ways. Perhaps that is a good way to look at these past 40 days. Lent provides us the time to cut down
and prune some things in our lives that prevent God’s light from shining on and through us. We do so,
specifically during Lent, with our acts of penance, prayer and almsgiving.
Continuing this theme of gardening around my house, late last fall I planted over 50 tulip bulbs around the
statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary. After I planted them, I have constantly wondered, “Did the squirrels dig
them up and eat them?” “Will they blossom and what color will they be?” “Will the Blessed Mother enjoy
them?” Every day, I find myself eagerly awaiting these tulips to colorfully burst through the soil.
This is an act of hope! While I still cannot see the flowers, I eagerly anticipate their arrival. We, too, wait with
faith and hope to celebrate the resurrection of our Lord and savior at Easter and boldly proclaim that He is
not dead. He is not still in the ground. He is risen!
The lingering question is, “Why do we spend time at garden centers and in our own gardens, planting and
caring for flowers and plants?” It is partially because they are tangible signs of beauty, hope and life. As St.
Alphonsus Liguori rightly noted, “When we see a beautiful garden, or a beautiful flower, let us think that there
we behold a ray of the infinite beauty of God, who has given existence to that object.”
As we come to the end of this Lenten time of pruning in our own spiritual gardens, let us approach Easter with
great joy and enthusiasm. In other words, with springtime hope, let us continue to search for and bask in the
risen life of Christ, for He truly fills our world and lives with light, beauty and new life. †
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WE CARRY THE LIGHT OF CHRIST

We are defined and become what we carry. Today the Universal Church comes to proclaim
Jesus is alive, He has risen from the tomb. We proclaim that darkness has no power over Him or
us. We proclaim He is the Light of the World. We are what we carry, we are the burdens that
hold us back, and the goodness that lightens the weight. We are the joy that inspires and the
sadness that consumes. We are at our best, imperfect, and at our worst a false projection of
what we are not.
Even with all of this incomplete brokenness, we are called to be bearers of God's light. Jesus
who is the Light of the World invites us to carry His light and be that light for others. Like the tomb
that was empty, that shook the world to its core, so amazing is the gift that God bestows on us
by allowing us to be carriers of His light in the world. Unworthy as we are, the torch is passed to
us. It is unbelievable; our defining moments are to be the carriers of this most perfect light.
Our hearts are to be burning like those on the road to Emmaus. That fire from within is to lead us
to recognize Jesus in the Breaking of the Bread. We are to move past our unbelief
like Thomas and connect our pain with the pain of the Savior who has conquered death. We
are to leave the comfort of our securities and plunge deeply into the depth of our Baptismal
Vows we have renewed. To be a carrier of the Light of Christ means we are to accept this gift
of His belief in us. We cannot do this on our own, so the promise of the Holy Spirit is given to us. It
is to be received so we can know the direction we are to go. To accept the reality of Easter is
to accept the reality that we are what we carry and we carry the Light of Christ.
May this moment become the moment, carrying the Light of the Risen Lord to others. We are
what we carry and today God trusts us with the Light of Christ.
Happy Easter,

Fr. John
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Mass Intentions

Events

Monday, April 18
8:00 AM-Richard (Pat) Evans req. Paul Buddy
Family
Tuesday, April 19
7:00 AM-Intention of the Priest
Wednesday, April 20
8:00 AM-Debbie Kulbartz req. Trish & Deane
Goldstein
Thursday, April 21
7:00 AM-Joyce Conklin req. Joyce’s Family
Friday, April 22
8:00 AM-Communion Service
Saturday, April 23
5:00 PM
Meghan Bowers req. Family
Steve Garrison req. Carolyn & Daniel
Garrison
Sunday, April 24
7:30 AM-For the Parishioners
9:15 AM-Frank & Nancy Gonzales—30th
Wedding Anniversary
11:00 AM-Herbert Uher, Jr. req. Uher Family

Mon
4:30 PM-RE K-6 Group A
Tues
11:00 AM-AFF: Women’s Scripture Study
4:30 PM-RE K-6 Group A
7:00 PM-Renewal Committee meeting
Wed
9:30 AM-AFF: Transfigured Scripture Study
4:30 PM-RE K-6 Group A
7:30 PM-Men’s Spirituality
7:30 PM-Heart of Worship
Thur
4:30 PM-1st Communion Rehearsal
6:00 PM-1st Communion Rehearsal
Fri
6:30 PM-First Communion
Sat
1:00 PM-First Communion
5:00 PM-Catholic Home Mission Collection
Sun
Catholic Home Mission Collection
11:00 AM-Transmitted Mass with Communion
brought to cars
12:30 & 1:30 PM-Baptisms
5:15 PM-RE DASH 3

Readings for the Week
Reading for the week of April 17, 2022
Sunday Easter Sunday The Resurrection of the Lord
Thursday
Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23; Col 3:1-4 or 1 Acts 3:11-26; Ps 8:2ab & 5, 6-7, 8-9; Lk 24:35-48
Cor 5:6b-8a; Jn 20:1-9
Friday
Monday
Acts 4:1-12; Ps 118:1-2 & 4,22-24,25-27a; Ps 118:24; Jn
Acts 2: 14, 22-33; Ps 16: 1-2a and 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11; Mt 28: 8- 21:1-14
15
Saturday
Tuesday
Acts 4:13-21; Ps 118:1 & 14-15ab, 16-18, 19-21; Mk 16:9-15
Acts 2: 36-41; Ps 33: 4-5, 18-19, 20 & 22; Jn 20: 11-18
Sunday Second Sunday of Easter
Wednesday
Acts 5:12-16; Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24; Rev 1:9-11a, 12-13,
Acts 3:1-10; Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9; Lk 24:13-35
17-19; Jn 20:19-31
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Please Pray For
Trica Barron
Emma Bates
Christopher Benjamin
Tyler Brewick
Melanie Brooks
Jim De Vos
Tom Duprey
Peggy Flanigan

Samantha Harkins
Ken Hermann
Bob Hettinger
Don Holler
Bea Koehler
Bronia Kowalczyk
Rick Llanes
Ramiro Martinez

Bill Pyles
Breanna Ramirez
Ed Saibert
John Seego
Norma Seego
Brady Stevens
Randy Stevens
Alexandra Wagner

And all who are experiencing illness and
are not listed by name.
Names will be kept on listing for six weeks

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
“My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most Blessed Sacrament. I love You above all things
and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, come at
least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there, and unite myself wholly to
You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.”
PARISH OFFICES
Parish Offices and Religious Education offices are open by appointment only.

Please contact the staff member you wish to meet with for an appointment.
Staff contact information is on the back page of this Bulletin.

PARISH BULLETIN EMAIL NOTIFICATION
Stay up to date with what is happening at St. Anne Parish.
Each week Discover Mass will send you an email update with a link to the current week's
bulletin.
https://discovermass.com/church/st-anne-oswego-il/#bulletins
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God’s Share
All of us are recipients of many blessings from God. In return, He expects that we praise Him for His
goodness and thank Him for His generous 1gifts. Thanking, however, is not done in word only, but in deed, also.
Actual

Budgeted

Sunday Offering
E-Giving

$19,479,00
$ 6,924.00

$22,500.00
157 Transactions

Total Offering

$26,403.00

Total Parish Offering April 03, 2022

Thank you to those who are able to continue to support us through EGIVING
or mailing in your contribution!
E-Giving: If you would like to participate in E-Giving
https://giving.ncsservices.org/App/Giving/ncs-1474
For those signed up for EGIVING, please continue this practice to aide in the processing of the collection.
“Recent Federal Tax changes may make it advantageous for parishioners receiving RMDs (Required Minimum
Distributions) to transfer funds from their IRA (Individual Retirement Accounts) to St. Anne Parish. “Please consult
your financial planner or tax advisor before making any tax or contribution decision.”

April 2022
Dear Friends,
On the weekend of April 23-24, our diocese will take up a second collection for the Catholic Home Missions
Appeal.
Home mission dioceses are those dioceses in the United States and its territories that need outside help to
provide basic pastoral services, such as the Mass, the sacraments, religious education, and ministry training for
priests, deacons, religious sisters and laypeople. These dioceses often face fragile financial situations, vast
distances or difficult terrain. Nearly 40% of the dioceses in the United States and its territories are considered
home missions.

We are one Catholic Church. What happens to one of us, affects us all. As Pope Francis notes in Fratelli Tutti,
“we need to develop the awareness that nowadays we are either all saved together or no one is
saved.” (Paragraph 137).
Let us remember our brothers and sisters in Christ in home mission dioceses so they may share fully in our
Catholic faith.
Paz y bien,
Most Reverend Ronald A. Hicks
Bishop of Joliet
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RE Office Hours
Have questions or concerns about RE/DASH? Want to set up a day/time to meet with RE staff?
Please call 630-554-1425 to leave a voice message or email to:
Contact Cathy Gillooly or Julie Krakora in the RE Office
reo@stanneparish.org—Cathy Gillooly, DRE K-5
jhdre@stanneparish.org—Julie Krakora, DRE 6-8
Family Scripture Connection
The disciples’ grief, confusion, and fear were transformed into hope and joy with the Resurrection
of the Lord on Easter Sunday. For the next 50 days of the Easter season, we remember and
celebrate that same joy. Christ loves us so much that he willingly gave his life and rose again so
that we can also rise to new life! We are freed from our sins and look forward with hope to
eternal life with Christ. How will you share the hope and joy of the season with others this year?
Calling All Special Ed. Professionals, Special Needs Parents and St. Anne Parishioners
Jenine Boes, creator of the St. Anne SPICE program (Special People Included in Catholic Environments), will be
stepping down as the Coordinator after 13 years of service and dedication. We realize that no one person
can fill her shoes, so we are searching for 3 volunteers to step forward to help sustain the SPICE program as
SPICE Coordinator, Teen SPICE Facilitator, and SPICE Resource Room Administrator. If you have a passion for
ministering to and with our community members with special needs, please contact us for more information.
Jenine Boes, SPICE Coordinator (630) 554-2502
t.j.boes@att.net
Cathy Gillooly, DRE K-5
(630) 554-1425
reo@stanneparish.org
On-Campus Classes for K-5 RE
Group A (4:30 classes) meet on campus this week, April 18- 20. We WILL have class on Monday the 18 even
though District 308 is off. Group B (5:45 classes) are not on campus again until April 25 and 27.
Days to Remember
Happy Easter! A 50-day party (which confused some DASH 1 students because 40
always seemed to be the answer for length of time.) Jesus desires to be the center of
our lives. We remember special days for loved ones, right? Well, celebrate Easter joy –
the love of Jesus in your life – through prayer time, your smiles, and how you help others.
He came to life for you (for all of us); let’s show our friends and family what it means to
be loved by Jesus.
DASH 1: This week the 4:30 group meets on campus. We will discuss Easter Joy through Angels and Mary
Magdalene. Those in the 5:45 group, please check out FlipGrid for any work to complete.
DASH 2: We meet next week for your final time of this year! While the in-person time will end, checking content
due will continue. Remember sponsors should be chosen by now and information placed on the google form
(a link in one of your Google Assignments.)
DASH 3: We don’t meet again until May 1 but you know about all work due – especially your saint report which
is due in Google Classroom by next week.
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St. Vincent de Paul Society
Gospel Reflection
Today as we celebrate the feast of Easter, like Mary Magdalene and the Disciples we find the challenge of also
seeing and believing in the resurrection.
Your kind contributions and prayers for the St. Vincent de Paul Society help those who are poor and hungry to
“see and believe” in the Resurrection.
Do you know of someone who needs help? Our contact information is:
Hotline—630-383-2322 Email stvincentdp@stanneparish.org

KENDALL COUNTY COMMUNITY FOOD PANTRY
The Kendall County Community Food Pantry continues to serve families from the County in need of food
assistance..
The Pantry is still able to “purchase” large quantities of food from the Northern Illinois Food bank to meet
their needs.
Cash donations go a long way.
the Northern Illinois Food Bank.

For every dollar donated, the pantry can purchase $8.00 in food from

Donations may be mailed directly to:
Checks should be made out to Kendall County Community Food Pantry: (not St. Anne Parish)
Kendall County Community Food Pantry
208 Beaver Street
Yorkville, IL 60560
https://kccfoodpantry.org/donate/
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PARISH STAFF

551 Boulder Hill Pass
P. O. Box 670 (mailing address)
Oswego, IL 60543
www.stanneparish.org

Pastor .......................................................................................................................Rev. John J. Ouper
frjohn@stanneparish.org
(630) 383-2319

Parish Office
Phone ................................... (630) 554-3331
Fax ........................................ (630) 554 0530
Email .................stanne@stanneparish.org

Director of R.C.I.A. ..................................................................................... Deacon David Brockman
rcia@stanneparish.org
(630) 383-2331

Monday-Thursday .......... 8:30 AM-4:00 PM
Friday ................................... 8:30 AM-Noon
Religious Education Office
Phone ................................... (630) 554-1425
Fax ........................................ (630) 554-9797
Mon-Wed ...................... 10:00 AM-7:30 PM
Thursday .......................... 8:30 AM-4:00 PM
Friday ...............................8:30 AM12:00 PM
Offices currently open
By APPOINTMENT only

Pastoral Associate .................................................................... Sr. Margaret Anne Spagnola, OSM,
pstast@stanneparish.org
(630) 383-2306

High School Youth Minister ............................................................................ Deacon Duane Wozek
hsym@stanneparish.org
(630) 554-1425
Deacon................................................................................................................ Deacon James Perry
Deacon.............................................................................................................. Deacon Gary Wooley
deacongary@stanneparish.org
(630) 383-2327
Pastor Emeritus .............................................................................................. Rev. Daniel F. Stempora

Director of Music Ministry .................................................................................... Richard Jurevich
music@stanneparish.org
(630) 383-2317
Business Manager ................................................................................................................ Jan Miriani
jan@stanneparish.org
(630) 383-2310
Director of Religious Education, K-5............................................................................ Cathy Gillooly
reo@stanneparish.org
(630) 554-1425

MISSION STATEMENT
God has called us to be Christian witnesses
by the precious gift of our Catholic faith
through Baptism. Just as Saint Anne had a
role in God’s plan so do each of us. We are
called to faithfully teach and live the
message of Jesus. We listen to God’s word,
grow in our understanding of it and respond
to it through outreach and service in our
own parish as well as the wider community.
We exercise our responsibility to develop
and see the gifts God has given us for the
common good and to insure that our
Eucharistic celebrations are truly joyful and
meaningful.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Baptisms are generally held the 1st and 3rd
Sundays of the month (some months this may
vary) at 12:30 PM. Expectant parents are to
call the Parish Office, six months before the
birth of their child for preparation information.
Please do not choose Godparents until you
receive the established Church guidelines for
Godparents.
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE
Couples seeking the Sacrament of Marriage
should call the parish office at least six months
before the date of marriage. A wedding date
may not be secured until meeting with the
parish Deacon or Priest. At that time, the
couple will be secured a date and begin the
process of preparation for the Sacrament of
Marriage.
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Director of Religious Education, 6-8 ............................................................................... Julie Krakora
jhdre@stanneparish.org
(630) 554-1425
High School Youth Minister ............................................................................ Deacon Duane Wozek
hsym@stanneparish.org
(630) 554-1425

EUCHARISTIC LITURGY
Saturday ....................................................................................................................................... 5:00 PM
Sunday.................................................................................................................. 7:30, 9:15 & 11:00 AM
Monday-Wednesday ................................................................................................................ 8:00 AM
Tuesday—Thursday .................................................................................................................... 7:00 AM
Friday—Communion Service ................................................................................................... 8:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK
If there is anyone at home who cannot get to
Mass and the Sacraments because of illness or
age, please call the parish office at anytime to
request the Sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick.
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)
Those interested in becoming Catholic or in
learning more about the Catholic faith meet
weekly.
Call the parish office or e-mail
rcia@stanneparish.org for more information.
STEWARDSHIP PARISH
We are a stewardship parish. This means that
every parishioner with an income is asked to
use a Sunday envelope, since we expect to
meet our needs from the one collection at the
Presentation of the Gifts.

NEW PARISHIONERS
All new families are warmly welcomed to Saint
Anne Parish and we ask that you register your
family through our website at http://
stanneparish.org/registration-form/.
BULLETIN DEADLINE
Bulletin articles are due into the parish office by
10:00 AM Thursday, 10 days before the Sunday
you wish the article to appear. Please email
your copy to stanne@stanneparish.org using
Microsoft WORD.
AUTOMATED EXTERNAL DIFIBRILLATOR AED
Located Across from Parish Offices and On
Outside Wall of Gathering Room of Church.
PARISH MAILING ADDRESS
Reminder: anything mailed to parish offices
must be addressed to:
P. O. Box 670
Oswego, IL 60543-0670
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Sod FarmS, Inc.

ken.brummel@heitkotter.com

 Office Space Available
 R.V. & Boat Storage
 Access 7 Days
 Climate Controlled Units
Located on Rt. 34 Between
Douglas Rd. & Rt. 30

1700 Industrial Drive
Montgomery

jjselfstorage@gmail.com

Wall and Ceiling
SpeCialiStS SinCe 1884

630-892-5612

heitkotter.com

630-904-1017

No order too small!

2015 Rt. 34 Ogden Ave.

www.peacefulpathwaysmontessori.com

630-851-4055
ou
make them Homes”

SUCCESS

“where the experts are”

630-553-8405
Direct Line

Bobbie@BobbieSoris.com
www.BobbieSoris.com
1107 S. Bridge St., Unit C
Yorkville, IL 60560

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/goIL
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Wholesale/Retail
Naperville

Hair Salon

(630) 554-2515

All Pro

Painters

EXTERIOR / INTERIOR

Painting & Staining
o Walls/Woodwork o Fences
o Insured/Free Estimates
Over 21 Years 630-327-7740
Experience Robert Blahut - Owner

19 Jefferson St • Oswego

Heating

Air Conditioning

o

$64.95 Furnace Clean & Tune
Not valid with any other offers.

n
n
u
D Family

Funeral Home with Crematory

630/554-3888

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

* Traditional, Non-Traditional
* On-Site Cremation Services

*Pre-planning and Pre-financing available
1801 S. Douglas Rd, P.O. Box 665
Oswego, IL 60543-0665
www.dunnfamilyfuneralhome.com

Get the most out
of your next move
thinking of buying
or selling
your home?

Carol guist
real estate Broker
19 year Parishioner

630. 244.6808

Financial Advisor
Parishioner

William and Patricia Dunn
Parishioners

Janna Misek Agency
Se Habla Español

630-554-1540
1136 Douglas Rd., Oswego

Janna Misek
Parishioner
www.jannamisek.com

Home • Auto • Life • CommerCiAL

I lIve where you lIve!

Don
Oblazney

A Catholic Family serving the
needs of Fellow Catholics

Mason square Plaza
2751 Rt. 34, Oswego
630-551-1150

2083 orchard rd.
630-551-0625
1116 Douglas Road
Oswego, IL 60543
www.edwardjones.com

Montgomery, IL
630-264-4410

20% oFF on orders of $15 or more
Not valid with other offers

The Daleiden Mortuary
220 N. Lake Street, Aurora

630-631-5500

See our interactive website at

parishioner
(630) 551-1003

www.daleidenmortuary.com

www.carsonchiro.com

Residential - CommeRCial
inteRioR - exteRioR - PoweRwashing

Traditional & Cremation Services Available

630-546-7088

Oswego, IL
www.nelsonfuneralhomes.com  630-553-7611
Fully Insured
Kenny White
Philip S. Nelson  Funeral Director
Owner • Parishioner
Over 20 Years
Yorkville  Plano  Hinckley  Waterman  Sandwich Experience kenwhitespainting@att.net

Free Assembly & Delivery for Grills
Oswego | 630.554.5599 | 4500 Route 71
Yorkville | 630.553.1900 | 9620 Route 34

John & Jacquie Purcell - St. Patrick Parishioners
auto chip Keys • Fill propane • repair WindoW screens

$5.00 OFF
(limit 1 per customer) STanne

with purchase
of $15
or more

1567
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