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THE STARTING LINE CAN LEAD US TO TRUE JOY
At times I have been amazed at the beauty that is offered to us while moving from one place to another.
Running along the river I have been in awe at the hawks circling and the herons perched near the bank.
The time I witnessed an eagle catch a fish in flight and saw it bring the fish to a tree branch before taking
off to its nest was spectacular. All of this wonder is out there just waiting to be seen. I find it easy to be
caught up in the wonder found in creation, but that is not the only place we are to look. We are to find joy
in the smiles of a community that comes together and loads cars up for the food pantry and in the smile of
a child when a parent gives them the giving tree cards to place in the box. Priceless joy is found in knowing
that great learning comes when a little one participates in taking care of another. Joy happens in the
anticipation of presents being unwrapped and love being communicated when time is taken to get the
details right. Joy fills the air with beautiful songs and carols being sung and the streets filled with houses
decorated. Nothing is to be ignored. From illumination presentations to special time cooking in kitchens,
energy and happiness seem to call out, wanting to be noticed.
Being noticed and being seen is a consistent message that surrounds us. Being seen and noticed for who
we really are is to be a fulfilling joy. But so often we hide who we are, we are ashamed of our brokenness
and sinfulness. We struggle to sometimes even accept ourselves. This week we are to use our time going
way beyond the surface to a reality that is unshakable. The Prophet Zephaniah gives us the key. He says
our joy comes from a source that never runs out, never ends, and is given to us because the Lord has
removed His judgment against us. We are forgiven. That is the starting line of epic proportions. God’s
judgment of us as sinners has been removed. His condemnation of us has been eliminated. If this is true for
us, and it is, it is true for everyone. We and everyone else are forgiven. This true source of a joy the world
cannot contain is the Divine gift of Redemption. We are to live as sinners redeemed. He invites us to be
renewed in His love.
The journey that unites all of us is one of acceptance. Acceptance of ourselves is the greatest and
roughest journey of all. Inadequacies, self-doubt, brokenness all become loud voices that can keep us
from hearing that we are loved by a mighty Savior who announced relentlessly our sins are forgiven. The
joy that flourishes from that place of forgiveness cannot be contained if we let it in and if we allow ourselves
to believe it.
Most of all of the races that I ever ran, I ran with doubt. It was hard to accept I was no better, faster, or
swifter. Yet on a particular Monday, Patriots Day in Boston, at one of the early miles in the Boston Marathon,
an owner of a business covered up the windows of his establishment with mirrored coverings from top to
bottom, from one side to the other. He sat outside his building with a microphone to proclaim a simple
message. He called out to each and every runner to look at themselves in the mirror and he said, “Look at
yourselves, you are running the Boston Marathon!” He wanted everyone to see themselves as a runner on
this historic course. He does this every year and calls out to all the runners, from the elite ones who lead the
race until the very last runner passes by. He communicates but one message over and over again—See
yourself as you are, you are amazing. It was very moving to me at that moment. As I continued on the
course, I returned to that message often and contemplated what he had said. It grounded me. To this
day, that race remains my fastest and best marathon.
Jesus has one message; we are forgiven. He states this over and over. We are loved as we are, imperfect
and flawed. We can only be ourselves and just being ourselves is to be loved and cherished by God. We
are amazing in God's eyes. When we can embrace the reality that judgment has been removed and we
can stop judging ourselves, we will find joy like no other. May our week in Advent lead us to this kind of joy.

Fr. John
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Mass Intentions

Events

Monday, December 13
8:00 AM-Living and Deceased Members of St.
Anne Seniors
Tuesday, December 14
7:00AM-Penny Reynolds req. Family
Wednesday, December 15
8:00 AM
Daniel Schedler req. Schedler Family
Bob Kelly req. Anne Kelly
Thursday, December 16
7:00 AM-Edward Hettinger, Sr. req. Sandra &
Ed Heindorn
Friday, December 17
8:00 AM-Communion Service
Saturday, December 18
5:00 PM
Living & Deceased Members of the
Fausch & Foust Families req. Family
Nancy Seego req. Patricia Burns & Debbie
& Lauren Ryan
Sunday, December 19
7:30 AM-For the Parishioners
9:15 AM-Russ Johnson req. Jackie Johnson
11:00 AM-Bee & Bill Garrison req. Carolyn &
Steve Garrison

Mon
5:45 PM-RE Grade 6 Group B; K-5 remote
learning;
7:30 PM-Celebration Ringers;
7:30 PM-RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults);
Tue
5:30 PM-Jr. High Ensemble;
7:00 PM-St. Vincent DePaul meeting;
7:30 PM-Chancel Choir;
Wed
5:30 PM-Youth Choir;
5:45 PM-RE Grade 6 Group B; K-5 remote
learning;
7:30 PM-Heart of Worship;
Thur
4:30 PM-SPICE 8;
4:30 PM-RE DASH 2;
7:30 PM-Music Ministry;
Sat
3:30 PM-Confessions;
Sun
12:00 Noon-Arts & Environment Christmas set-up;
5:15 PM-RE DASH 2;

Readings for the Week
Readings for the Week of December 12, 2021

Thursday

Sunday

Friday

Third Sunday of Advent
Zep 3:14-18a; Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6;
Phil 4:4-7; Lk 3:10-18
Monday
Memorial of Saint Lucy, Virgin and
Martyr
Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a; Ps 25:4-5ab,
6 and 7bc, 8-9; Mt 21:23-27
Tuesday
Memorial of Saint John of the Cross,
Priest and Doctor of the Church
Zep 3:1-2, 9-13; Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18,
19 and 23; Mt 21:28-32
Wednesday Is 45:6c-8, 18, 21c-25; Ps 85:9ab and
10, 11-12, 13-14; Lk 7:18b-23
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Saturday
Sunday

Is 54:1-10; Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a
and 13b; Lk 7:24-30
Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8,
17; Mt 1:1-17
Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19;
Mt 1:18-25
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Mi 5:1-4a; Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19;
Heb 10:5-10; Lk 1:39-45
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Please Pray For
Emma Bates
Jim De Vos
Tom Duprey
Peggy Flanigan
Samantha Harkins

Ken Hermann
Bob Hettinger
Don Holler
Bea Koehler
Rick Llanes

Ramiro Martinez
Bill Pyles
Breanna Ramirez
Terry Richmond
Alexandra Wagner

And all who are experiencing illness and
are not listed by name.
Names will be kept on listing for six weeks

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
“My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most Blessed Sacrament. I love You above all things
and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, come at
least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there, and unite myself wholly to
You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.”

PARISH OFFICES
Parish Offices and Religious Education offices are open by appointment only.
Please contact the staff member you wish to meet with for an appointment.
Staff will not be available on Fridays.
Staff contact information is on the back page of this Bulletin.

PARISH BULLETIN EMAIL NOTIFICATION
Stay up to date with what is happening at St. Anne Parish.
Each week Discover Mass will send you an email update with a link
to the current week's bulletin.
https://discovermass.com/church/st-anne-oswego-il/#bulletins
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God’s Share
All of us are recipients of many blessings from God. In return, He expects that we praise Him for His
goodness and thank Him for His generous 1gifts. Thanking, however, is not done in word only, but in deed, also.
Actual

Budgeted

Sunday Offering
E-Giving

$16,798.00
$ 5,115.00

$22,500.00
136 Transactions

Total Offering

$21,913.00

Total Parish Offering November 28, 2021

Thank you to those who are able to continue to support us through EGIVING
or mailing in your contribution!
E-Giving:

If you would like to participate in E-Giving https://giving.ncsservices.org/App/Giving/ncs-1474

For those signed up for EGIVING, please continue this practice to aide in the processing of the collection.
“Recent Federal Tax changes may make it advantageous for parishioners receiving RMDs (Required Minimum
Distributions) to transfer funds from their IRA (Individual Retirement Accounts) to St. Anne Parish. “Please consult
your financial planner or tax advisor before making any tax or contribution decision.”

December 2021
Dear Friends,
Pope Francis often highlights the role older adults play in conveying faith from one generation to the next. In his
message for the First World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly, which was held in July, he noted, “there is no
retirement age from the work of proclaiming the Gospel.”
As we approach the annual Retirement Fund for Religious collection this weekend of December 11-12 — an
appeal that benefits some 26,000 elderly Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests — I am reminded
that senior religious never retire from their vows.
Instead, the prayer and ministry of older religious are an ongoing witness to the Gospel. In their younger years,
they laid the foundation for Catholic schools, hospitals, and works of mercy. Today, many serve in volunteer
ministry. Others are frail and need assistance. Yet all remain wholly committed to their vocations, accepting the
limitations of aging and embracing the opportunity to spend more time praying for our Church and world.
Please support the retirement needs of our senior religious. And please join me in praying for God’s continued
blessing on our nation’s elderly sisters, brothers, and religious order priests.
Paz y bien,
Most Reverend Ronald A. Hicks

Bishop of Joliet
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KENDALL COUNTY COMMUNITY FOOD PANTRY
The Kendall County Community Food Pantry continues to serve families from the County in need of food
assistance..
The Pantry is still able to “purchase” large quantities of food from the Northern Illinois Food bank to meet
their needs.
Cash donations go a long way.
the Northern Illinois Food Bank.

For every dollar donated, the pantry can purchase $8.00 in food from

Donations may be mailed directly to:
Checks should be made out to Kendall County Community Food Pantry: (not St. Anne Parish)
Kendall County Community Food Pantry
208 Beaver Street
Yorkville, IL 60560
https://kccfoodpantry.org/donate/

St. Vincent de Paul Society
Our Ministry Accomplishments
The St. Anne Conference of the St. Vincent de Paul Society has been in operation for three
years. Due to the generosity of our parishioners we have been able to provide assistance for
over 436 adults and 266 children, some more than once, who were in desperate need. On
behalf of those neighbors we’ve given to various businesses and agencies, $17,400 for rent
and mortgage, $26,000 for utilities, $5,000 for vehicle expenses, and $3,100 for repairs. Also,
we’ve given over $1,800 in gasoline and food cards to the neighbors.
Our help included:
* Rent for a man who couldn’t work due to an injury.
* Child care for a young mother with a new baby to help her go back to work.
* A mattress and box springs for a woman who was sleeping on the floor.
* Arranging for delivery of used furniture for a family in need.
* Payment to a dentist to perform a root canal at a discounted rate for a woman in pain.
We also referred neighbors to other agencies when we could not meet all their needs, so they could get
additional help.
Most importantly, we prayed with those we helped to offer spiritual support.
And remember, none of this would have been possible without your generosity. Please know that through your
prayers and contributions, you have helped many lives and enhanced their Christmas blessings. On behalf of
those neighbors allow us to express our heartfelt gratitude. May God bless you all.
Do you know of someone who needs help? Our contact information is:

Hotline 630-383-2322
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The following registered with Saint Anne Parish
during the month of November.

We welcome……..
Ryan & Rachel Barnard
Chris Buddy
Michael Feehrer & Amy Mattes
Miroslaw & Katarzyna Modzelewski
Ronald & Sheri Miller
Ron & Kathy Silay

Dora Zamora

SUNDAY PRAYER SHAPING LIFE AND BELIEF
This Bulletin Shorts Series began in 2016 during the Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy. Now, in this sixth year, it
still aims to help the faithful and catechumens delve into the Sunday Scripture and wrestle with Christian life.
The hope is to rest more and more in God’s grace and act in more merciful ways. The style is mystagogical.
Corporal Works of Mercy

Spiritual Works of Mercy

Feed the Hungry
Give drink to the thirsty

Counseling the doubtful
Instructing the ignorant

Shelter the homeless
Clothe the naked

Admonishing the sinner
Comforting the sorrowful

Visit the sick

Forgiving injuries

Visit the prisoners
Bury the dead

Bearing wrongs patiently
Praying for the living and the dead

Give alms to the poor
Care of our Common Home

Caring for our Common Home

Our Lady of Guadalupe, Feast – 12 December
We do not celebrate this patronal feast of the Americas this year because the Third Sunday of Advent is of
higher rank and takes precedence.
Third Sunday of Advent – 12 December 2021
Zephaniah 3:14-18a. Isaiah 12:2-3, 4, 5-6. Philippians 4:4-7. Luke 3:10-18.
Exhorting and Expecting. Even in these troubled times, we are urged to rejoice this day, this week, this season.
The question posed by nearly everyone to John the Baptist – What should we do? – is also our question. Saint
Paul reminds us that the Lord is near. While we actively wait for Jesus Christ to come again, we are told to be
merciful and just.
† What in my closet can be given to clothe someone in need?
† What actions in my job or my retirement can be fairer and more just?
† What words from my mouth will speak only truth?
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RE Office Hours
Have questions or concerns about RE/DASH? Want to set up a day/time to meet with RE staff?
Please call 630-554-1425 to leave a voice message or email to:
Contact Cathy Gillooly or Julie Krakora in the RE Office
630-554-1425
reo@stanneparish.org—Cathy Gillooly, DRE K-5
jhdre@stanneparish.org—Julie Krakora, DRE 6-8
Family Scripture Connection
The scripture readings for this 3 rd Sunday of Advent are a great reminder of what
Christmas is really all about. Not candy and cookies or Santa and expensive
gifts, but Gaudete: joy in the coming of Christ!
The 1 st Reading tells us to “shout for joy” for “the Lord, your God, is in your midst.”
We celebrate that through the birth of Jesus, God is with us, and we have
nothing to fear.
The 2 nd reading reminds us to “rejoice in the Lord always” for “the Lord is near.”
With the coming of Christ, we receive the wonderful gift of peace.
In the Gospel, John the Baptist makes the true spirit of Christmas clear. We are challenged to share all
that we have with those in need, to treat everyone with kindness and respect, and to give up our greedy,
selfish desires. Why? The mighty one is coming! We must prepare our hearts and minds to welcome and
follow Him!
We can live without a Barbie dream house, the newest PlayStation game, or whatever else is on our
Christmas wish list. But we cannot truly live without Christ. That is what the gift and joy of Christmas is all
about.
Source & Summit Family Activity Book: If you have not received this amazing resource yet, please contact
Cathy so you can pick up your family copy. It provides excellent family discussion and activity ideas to help
you celebrate Advent, Christmas, and the entire Church year.
DASH 1: Monday & Wednesday 5:45 classes are on campus this week for the last session of
2021. We meet up again the week of January 9, 2022!
4:30 PM classes have a FlipGrid, to do in pieces, about the Joyful Mysteries, prayerful,
musical, and family connections, too!
DASH 2: Get ready for another session connected to “The Chosen”. Tonight (or Thursday) we are on Episode 4.
Long, deep, and amazing! See you either tonight (December 12) from 5:15 – 7:15 or Thursday, December 16
from 4:30 – 6:30 PM.
DASH 3: Everyone in DASH 3 comes NEXT week Sunday, December 19 from 5:15 – 7:15 PM. This week don’t
forget to do your chosen personal learning option (the book, Credible Catholic module #3, or the talk assigned
in Google Classroom.)
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ALTAR SERVERS TO RETURN IN 2022
We are very excited for altar servers to return in
2022! As the ministry returns, it will look a little
different than in the past. Family members will
serve together; a parent will serve with their
child(ren) to be present with them. For
example, you may have siblings on a team
and a parent will serve with their child(ren).
There will be an information meeting with specific details from attire to training.
Please email altarserver@stanneparish.org by January 15, 2022 if you are
interested in participating.
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PARISH STAFF

551 Boulder Hill Pass
P. O. Box 670 (mailing address)
Oswego, IL 60543
www.stanneparish.org

Pastor .......................................................................................................................Rev. John J. Ouper
frjohn@stanneparish.org
(630) 383-2319

Parish Office
Phone ................................... (630) 554-3331
Fax ........................................ (630) 554 0530
Email .................stanne@stanneparish.org

Director of R.C.I.A. ..................................................................................... Deacon David Brockman
rcia@stanneparish.org
(630) 383-2331

Monday-Thursday .......... 8:30 AM-4:00 PM
Friday ................................... 8:30 AM-Noon
Religious Education Office
Phone ................................... (630) 554-1425
Fax ........................................ (630) 554-9797
Mon-Wed ...................... 10:00 AM-7:30 PM
Thursday .......................... 8:30 AM-4:00 PM
Friday ...............................8:30 AM12:00 PM
Offices currently open
By APPOINTMENT only

Pastoral Associate .................................................................... Sr. Margaret Anne Spagnola, OSM,
pstast@stanneparish.org
(630) 383-2306

High School Youth Minister ............................................................................ Deacon Duane Wozek
hsym@stanneparish.org
(630) 554-1425
Deacon................................................................................................................ Deacon James Perry
Deacon.............................................................................................................. Deacon Gary Wooley
deacongary@stanneparish.org
(630) 383-2327
Pastor Emeritus .............................................................................................. Rev. Daniel F. Stempora

Director of Music Ministry .................................................................................... Richard Jurevich
music@stanneparish.org
(630) 383-2317
Business Manager ................................................................................................................ Jan Miriani
jan@stanneparish.org
(630) 383-2310
Director of Religious Education, K-5............................................................................ Cathy Gillooly
reo@stanneparish.org
(630) 554-1425

MISSION STATEMENT
God has called us to be Christian witnesses
by the precious gift of our Catholic faith
through Baptism. Just as Saint Anne had a
role in God’s plan so do each of us. We are
called to faithfully teach and live the
message of Jesus. We listen to God’s word,
grow in our understanding of it and respond
to it through outreach and service in our
own parish as well as the wider community.
We exercise our responsibility to develop
and see the gifts God has given us for the
common good and to insure that our
Eucharistic celebrations are truly joyful and
meaningful.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Baptisms are generally held the 1st and 3rd
Sundays of the month (some months this may
vary) at 12:30 PM. Expectant parents are to
call the Parish Office, six months before the
birth of their child for preparation information.
Please do not choose Godparents until you
receive the established Church guidelines for
Godparents.
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE
Couples seeking the Sacrament of Marriage
should call the parish office at least six months
before the date of marriage. A wedding date
may not be secured until meeting with the
parish Deacon or Priest. At that time, the
couple will be secured a date and begin the
process of preparation for the Sacrament of
Marriage.
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Director of Religious Education, 6-8 ............................................................................... Julie Krakora
jhdre@stanneparish.org
(630) 554-1425
High School Youth Minister ............................................................................ Deacon Duane Wozek
hsym@stanneparish.org
(630) 554-1425

EUCHARISTIC LITURGY
Saturday ....................................................................................................................................... 5:00 PM
Sunday.................................................................................................................. 7:30, 9:15 & 11:00 AM
Monday-Wednesday ................................................................................................................ 8:00 AM
Tuesday—Thursday .................................................................................................................... 7:00 AM
Friday—Communion Service ................................................................................................... 8:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK
If there is anyone at home who cannot get to
Mass and the Sacraments because of illness or
age, please call the parish office at anytime to
request the Sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick.
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)
Those interested in becoming Catholic or in
learning more about the Catholic faith meet
weekly.
Call the parish office or e-mail
rcia@stanneparish.org for more information.
STEWARDSHIP PARISH
We are a stewardship parish. This means that
every parishioner with an income is asked to
use a Sunday envelope, since we expect to
meet our needs from the one collection at the
Presentation of the Gifts.

Third Sunday of Advent

NEW PARISHIONERS
All new families are warmly welcomed to Saint
Anne Parish and we ask that you register your
family through our website at http://
stanneparish.org/registration-form/.
BULLETIN DEADLINE
Bulletin articles are due into the parish office by
10:00 AM Thursday, 10 days before the Sunday
you wish the article to appear. Please email
your copy to stanne@stanneparish.org using
Microsoft WORD.
AUTOMATED EXTERNAL DIFIBRILLATOR AED
Located Across from Parish Offices and On
Outside Wall of Gathering Room of Church.
PARISH MAILING ADDRESS
Reminder: anything mailed to parish offices
must be addressed to:
P. O. Box 670
Oswego, IL 60543-0670
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Sod FarmS, Inc.

ken.brummel@heitkotter.com

 Office Space Available
 R.V. & Boat Storage
 Access 7 Days
 Climate Controlled Units
Located on Rt. 34 Between
Douglas Rd. & Rt. 30

1700 Industrial Drive
Montgomery

jjselfstorage@gmail.com

Wall and Ceiling
SpeCialiStS SinCe 1884

630-892-5612

No order too small!

Hair Salon

(630) 554-2515

630-851-4055
ou
make them Homes”
Direct Line

Bobbie@BobbieSoris.com
www.BobbieSoris.com
1107 S. Bridge St., Unit C
Yorkville, IL 60560

Heating

Air Conditioning

$64.95 Furnace Clean & Tune
Not valid with any other offers.

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/goIL

All Pro

Painters

SUCCESS

“where the experts are”

630-553-8405
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630-904-1017

2015 Rt. 34 Ogden Ave.

heitkotter.com

www.peacefulpathwaysmontessori.com

Wholesale/Retail
Naperville

EXTERIOR / INTERIOR

o Painting & Staining
Walls/Woodwork o Fences
o Insured/Free Estimates
Over 21 Years 630-327-7740
Experience Robert Blahut - Owner
o

19 Jefferson St • Oswego

n
n
u
D Family
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* Traditional, Non-Traditional
* On-Site Cremation Services

*Pre-planning and Pre-financing available

Funeral Home with Crematory

630/554-3888

1801 S. Douglas Rd, P.O. Box 665
Oswego, IL 60543-0665
www.dunnfamilyfuneralhome.com

Get the most out
of your next move
thinking of buying
or selling
your home?

Carol guist
real estate Broker
19 year Parishioner

630. 244.6808
I lIve where you lIve!

Don
Oblazney

A Catholic Family serving the
needs of Fellow Catholics
William and Patricia Dunn
Parishioners

Janna Misek Agency
Se Habla Español

630-554-1540
1136 Douglas Rd., Oswego

Janna Misek
Parishioner
www.jannamisek.com

Home • Auto • Life • CommerCiAL

Mason square Plaza
2751 Rt. 34, Oswego
630-551-1150

Financial Advisor
Parishioner

2083 orchard rd.
Montgomery, IL
630-264-4410

630-551-0625
1116 Douglas Road
Oswego, IL 60543
www.edwardjones.com

20% oFF on orders of $15 or more
Not valid with other offers

The Daleiden Mortuary
220 N. Lake Street, Aurora

630-631-5500

See our interactive website at

parishioner
(630) 551-1003

www.daleidenmortuary.com

www.carsonchiro.com

Traditional & Cremation Services Available

www.nelsonfuneralhomes.com  630-553-7611
Pre-Driven Quality Vehicles
Philip S. Nelson  Funeral Director
Yorkville  Plano  Hinckley  Waterman  Sandwich All Vehicles are Safety Inspected
From 3K - 10K Price Range
View our inventory at:
Residential - CommeRCial
inteRioR - exteRioR - PoweRwashing

630-546-7088

Oswego, IL

Fully Insured

Kenny White

Owner • Parishioner
Over 20 Years
Experience kenwhitespainting@att.net

window
screen
repair

(630) 310-2628

LocaL pick-up & deLivery
superiorscreenrepair.com

St. anne’s parishioner Since 2004

Free Assembly & Delivery for Grills
Oswego | 630.554.5599 | 4500 Route 71
Yorkville | 630.553.1900 | 9620 Route 34

www.hettsautosales.com

John & Jacquie Purcell - St. Patrick Parishioners

Located in Downtown Oswego
by the RXR Tracks

auto chip Keys • Fill propane • repair WindoW screens

69 W. Washington (Rt 34)
Ed Hettinger • Parishioner

630-554-9339

$5.00 OFF
(limit 1 per customer) STanne

with purchase
of $15
or more

1567
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