SR. CLARISSA FROM THE PHILIPPINES IS RETURING!
September 11-12 at all Masses!!
Yes! God willing, Sr. Clarissa is coming to St Anne Parish. She is fully vaccinated and if Covid
regulations remain as they are now, she will be with us. Sr. Clarissa is very excited to give wonderful
updates of their many programs and is delighted to receive another loving invite from St. Anne plus
an opportunity to see her friends again.
For those who do not know Sr. Clarissa, she is a member of the Oikos Sisters, a small religious
community of nuns who have dedicated their lives to serving the poor. Their mission homes are
‘rescue’ homes for children who have been orphaned, abandoned or rescued from extreme
poverty. It was only a couple years ago that Fr. Ouper and a group of St. Anne parishioners traveled
to the Philippines and had a wonderful mission with the Oikos Sisters.
The Sisters also minister to those living in very poor barrios (villages) in distant outlying areas. They have
a feeding program for undernourished children, a garden project enabling families to grow their own
food and a Baking Mama project where mothers sell their delicious pastries at the market to name
just a few of their programs. None of this would have been possible without the kind generosity of
people like yourselves! Thank you.
What is so surprising is that these six Sisters are able to serve so many and they do it all on donations.
Their lives are not easy ones but they are committed to
do God’s work and care for whomever is brought to
their door.
Come hear more updates from Sr. Clarissa at all the
Masses the weekend of September 11-12. She can’t
wait to see you again!
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SHOW NO PARTIALITY AS YOU ADHERE TO THE FAITH
Distinctions can run rampant in our lives. In the second reading, St. James challenges his readers to look
at how one might judge another by the clothing that they wear. Do we treat others differently if they are
dressed in a certain way? Certain brands might elicit a response over others. In the golf world, many
golfers ask others what kind of clubs they use. If one has an off-brand, is a judgment made? The same
can be said of golf balls. There are some golf balls because of price might be considered an elitist
brand. At times do we think because a cut of meat is more expensive, it is better? We live in an active
world that makes distinctions. “You always get what you pay for.” That is often said when something of a
lesser price falls apart.
So how do we live this showing of no partiality? How do we get at the core of Gospel values? It is not
easy. To delve into challenging ourselves to move from a dualistic world to something that is pluralistic
comes with deep silence and reflection. We must discipline ourselves with honesty to know when we are
making distinctions. This is different from recognizing differences and embracing all differences
equally. Everyone is created in the image and likeness of God and is unique. We are called to refrain
from treating another differently because of that uniqueness. Differences are to be seen as new
doorways to learn more about our incredibly creative God. It is when we divide, the rich from the poor,
and treat them differently; it is when we treat people of other faiths differently; it is when we respond to
those of other ethnic and racial backgrounds differently that we take the step away from being impartial
to acting upon the differences.
For me, this teaching is not easy, yet it is so crucial. We have seen our country and even our faith
divided. We have seen lines drawn in the sand over votes and elections. God does not see division in His
creativity. Differences were never meant to be vilified. Our actions towards one another are to become
the embrace of a doorway so wide that there are no parameters. How can we do such an act? It can
only happen when we reflect on what God is doing in our individual lives. Has God condemned you for
your sin? No, He has redeemed you by the Blood of the Lamb. Has God compared you to another and
told you that you don't measure up? No, He has loved you with the greatest love that at its core is filled
with sacrifice. Has God belittled you and abandoned you? No, God has never abandoned His people.
If this is how we experience God, how can we treat others in any other way? God has done this so we
might have life and union with Him. Radical Gospel love involves no partiality. We need the grace to
bring this kind of nonjudgmental hope into the world. May we take in as much grace as we can often so
that it can become plentiful enough within us that we can move away from judging differences and
embrace the creative spirit of God.

Father John J. Ouper
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