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This is the time we have all been waiting for and I am thrilled to share it with you.  We are moving 
forward to what will soon become full capacity and usual operations.  With perseverance, patience 
and prayer we are now on the threshold of responding to God's incredible love in stronger and more 
unifying ways. 
  
There are now no reservations required to attend any celebration of the Eucharist.  Hand sanitizers 
are required before receiving Eucharist and will be available on the stands in the aisles.  Bulletins can 
be found as you exit and offertory collection boxes can be found by the aisles just inside the church.  
  
All celebrations of the Eucharist will remain in the main church and starting June 7 we will use the 
main entrance of the church and keep the Lombardy entrance closed.  Open seating will remain in 
the center sections, one can find more social distance along the side sections if that is 
preferred.  We long for everyone to find a place that will give them peace and allow them to focus 
on the celebration. 
  
Masses during the week will still fulfill your Sunday obligation.  Dispensation from this obligation 
continues during this time of the pandemic for those unable to attend.  Each week Mass will be 
uploaded to YouTube so we may connect electronically with those who cannot be with us in 
person.  Parking Lot Masses will continue until further notice. 
  
Please contact the Parish Office to schedule upcoming events such as Baptisms, Marriages and 
Funerals.  We will continue to follow the necessary protocols for these celebrations.  Confessions will 
be heard outside in the garden located off of Lombardy Lane twice a month from 3:00 to 4:00 
p.m.  Check the parish website to find the specific dates.   
  
We look forward to welcoming everyone back!  We are excited to have you mark your calendar for 
the weekend of August 28 and 29 for our Fill the Font Celebration.  We will be filling our Baptismal 
Font with water that comes from the home of every household.  The water will then be blessed on 
that weekend.  Together we will refresh our souls in the Wellspring of Salvation!   
  
May God continue to lead us on this path of unity and strength, 
 
 
 
 
 
   Father John 
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We are a society that loves to eat.  We are a society that loves to enjoy food.  Food networks offer us 
food competitions that explore creativity.  Scheduling creates time-sensitive situations that surround 
the meal.  We either have to move fast or we can enjoy a long meal and enjoy the conversation 
more than the food pairings.  Food preparation is paramount.  I love to cook.  I learned as a Boy 
Scout how on an open fire, what you cook is what you eat.  I learned that those who overcooked 
ate burnt food and those who undercooked things got sick.  I learned how to try to stay in the 
middle and trust me, I would never admit to others if the food I cooked was bad or good.   I just ate 
it because I was hungry and it was all I had.   
  
In this pandemic, I have learned more about cooking through shows, recipes and food 
preparation.  It has been a time when most of us ate more meals at home than at restaurants.  It has 
been a time when we explored new options and tried new things.  I know at times my meal prep 
was based on what was in the refrigerator that was closest to an expiration date.  At other times it 
was based on all the ingredients I had in my kitchen.  Memories are created in the kitchen and this 
last year allowed us to create new memories. 
  
Today we come to the Lord’s Table to realize the most secret ingredient that makes this Sacred Meal 
sacred.  Jesus, at the Last Supper, takes an already sacred meal that holds the covenant of God 
and makes it new.  He says in Mark's translation “Take it, this is my body" and “This is my blood of the 
covenant".  He adds a new ingredient to the recipe, Himself.  This is the Passover of the Lord; it is 
sacred and holy.  He enters Himself as the ingredient and makes it His own.  It is a powerful realization 
that this is like no other meal; the sacred and divine become real.  He adds Himself.  This covenant, 
this meal is now actually Him. 
  
Every time we gather for Eucharist this meal is to create a new and sacred memory.  I remember 
great meals shared with my family.  I remember the meal celebrating my ordination.  I remember 
the first Thanksgiving when it was announced my brother and sister-in-law were expecting their first 
child.  I remember the night my nephew told my mom he and his wife were naming their first child 
after her.  I also remember when fights broke out at the table.  Every time we gather around a table 
there is the potential of creating a memory.  At this table, the memory is sacred and divine.  Let us 
make incredible memories with the Son of God. 
 
 
    
 
 
   Father John Ouper 

EVERY MEAL CREATES A MEMORY 
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