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† Do you feel unsafe going into a church building?   
  You are not alone. 
  
† Do you long to receive  Eucharist, but are unsettled about coming to Mass at this time?   
  You are not alone. 
  
On the Feast of St. Anne, Sunday, July 26, a special Mass will be celebrated in the church 
while you can listen outside from the safety and security of your own vehicle.  We will 
transmit the Mass via radio and you will be able to tune in live from your car.   What a gift!!!   
  
 Mass is at 4:00 P.M. and the parking lot will open at 3:15 P.M.   
 You will enter the main parking lot off of Lombardy Lane and proceed around the 

Joachim Center to be positioned in one of the parking spaces.   
 We will let you know what station to tune into.   
 At 4:00 P.M. we will begin Mass in the empty church.   
 At the time for reception of communion a Reopening Team Member will come to the 

vehicles in the row and ask you to step out of your car with a mask on, and get ready to 
receive the Eucharist.   

 The priest and deacon will come and bring the Lord Jesus to your vehicle.   
 You will be asked to sanitize your hands before the priest or deacon arrives at your 

parking place.   
 After you have received the Eucharist, you will then get back into your vehicle and wait.  
 After everyone has received the Eucharist, I will head back into church and will continue 

with the Prayer after Communion, the Final Blessing and Dismissal.   
 You will then be directed out of the parking lot row by row. 
  
I know there is a need.  I know we must respond to those who feel unsafe and who are not 
at peace with entering inside the church at this time.  We long for you to come to the 
transmitted Mass that day.   
  
These are exciting times, 
   
 
 
 
    Fr. John 
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Who doesn’t feel burdened these days?  Who doesn't feel the weight of life shifting?  We live in a 
different world.  Who would have thought we could spend so much time washing down groceries 
and wiping them off before we bring them in the house?  Who doesn’t feel burdened by the reality 
of spouses or adult children being furloughed or without jobs?  Who doesn't feel the weight of all the 
graduations being so different?  While we have become accustomed to wearing masks or face 
coverings, our routine has changed with how we leave the house and what we now must take with 
us, from hand sanitizer to wipes.  We are burdened in new ways.  To attend Mass we now must first 
click on the Save a Seat Reservation Link.  We can't just show up. 
  
The other day, I received an email from the race directors of the Fox Valley Marathon, Half 
Marathon, Fall Final 20 and 5K. They had to look at the current situation and make a very tough 
decision.  They have gone to an all virtual race as they are unable to host an event like this with 
social distancing and keep everyone safe.  While it was a tough decision, it was the right one.  Now, 
within this invitation a person like me has a chance to run the half marathon.  In the past, I could 
never run this race with it being held on a Sunday.  But in the virtual race, I get to pick the day and 
the time to run the race.  The situation has changed how I am now able to respond to the 
invitation.   
  
Our situations have changed and this changes how we respond to invitation.  The same is true in 
today’s Gospel.  I bring to the Lord many new burdens; I bring to Him the labors of ministry that are 
different than I ever imagined, complete with face shields and hand sanitizers.  In all of this, what is 
crucial is that the One doing the inviting has not changed.  What has been promised has not 
changed.  Just like with the Fox Valley Race Team, the ones doing the inviting have not 
changed.  They are just inviting everyone to a new reality of road racing.  Jesus is still the One doing 
the inviting.  He is telling us, no matter how the situation has changed and how our definition of 
burdens have changed, He still offers us rest, gentleness and understanding.  The One doing the 
inviting has not changed, the difference is what we bring to Him.  
  
On this weekend, may we respond to His great invitation.  Come to the Lord.  Seek Him and we will 
all find rest. 
  
 
 
 
 
    Fr. John  Ouper 
  

AN INVITATION LIKE NO OTHER 
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