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It is a time like no other and we are invited to deepen our relationship with God.  He has not 
abandoned us, but is offering us new opportunities to live our faith.  I would like to thank everyone for 
their incredible and generous support of St. Anne Parish.  Many more of you have transitioned to our 
E-Giving platform, and along with the envelopes which have been mailed in, your collective 
generosity is helping us to thrive.  We are meeting our financial responsibilities with your help.  We 
have made spending cuts just as every household has.  We are with you. 
   
I am humbled by your stewardship and financial giving.  I am also thrilled at all those who are 
helping with donations to St. Vincent de Paul and the food pantry and PADS.  These are great 
avenues of support for those who are not quite getting by. 
   
As we draw closer to the month of May, with uncertainty as to what or how things will take 
place, May remains a month of honor and devotion to our Blessed Mother.  It is my hope we can all 
join together to refocus some extra prayer time on Mary, the Mother of God.  From praying the 
rosary or going on virtual tours of the places of apparitions, May offers us a month to remind 
ourselves of the goodness of God through Mary, who was chosen among all women to be the 
mother of our Savior Jesus.  Plan now to electronically meet up with others to pray the rosary.  Pick a 
time during the day to pray and let others know you are praying for them.  May can become a 
month of renewed holiness.  Let us ask our Blessed Mother to intercede for all of us and let us ask St. 
Anne, the mother of Mary, to help us.  May the weeks ahead bring us closer to the only begotten 
Son of God through their intercession. 
  
Peace and prayers, 
 
  
 
 
 
 
      Father John 

BECOMING THE PARISH GOD CALLS US TO BE 



  
   
 
   
It is a powerful Easter story that comes to us today.  It is the road to Emmaus.  Many great things happen 
on the road and the culmination of the journey finds the disciples sharing the table with Jesus where He 
takes the bread, blesses it and breaks it, giving it to them.  In that moment their eyes are opened and 
their hearts are filled with an incredible joy.  This scripture passage is one that has changed my life.  The 
recognition of Jesus in the Breaking of the Bread is where I find my prayer life strengthened.  In that 
action, Jesus is shared not as a possession to have and hold, but He is shared as a meal to feed and 
nourish the very soul of our being.  So profound an action, so powerful an image that at every 
celebration of the Eucharist we have that same action, the Breaking of the Bread.  It is humbling as a 
priest to break the bread and be a part of that action.  It is wonder and awe for me that my Lord and 
Savior longs to be shared and longs to be offered as food to nourish. 
  
While I could go on and on about this, there is another part of the journey that is also worth looking at, 
especially in these times.  The disciples along the way are given insights by Jesus as He walks with 
them.  He opens the Scriptures up to them.  Their hearts are burning for what they are hearing.  Jesus was 
present to them in the moment, in the now.  Their hearts were not burning to go back to the way things 
were.  They were burning for His presence in the now, in that moment.  It is good for us to realize Jesus 
wants to walk with us in this moment, in the now.  He is not leading us to go back to the way things were, 
He is leading us to the new way and the way things will be moving forward.  This positive energy, this 
recognition gives the disciples the energy to run all the way back in the dark to meet up with others and 
tell them about all that took place.  They were different and their hearts were open with desire to know 
that Jesus did not abandon them or leave them behind.  We are invited to live in the now.  
  
A friend of mine recently shared that he wrote a letter on Easter to his children and grandchildren.  It was 
a great message of what we can learn in this present moment.  It was about the blessings of family, 
about appreciating the things we can share.  This time is a gift to take a step back and reflect, to take it 
all in and learn from it, and a time to trust that God has a plan.  His greatest hope is that this time will bring 
them all closer to God. 
  
We can all live in the now and allow what is in our heart to be shared with family members, children, 
grandchildren and our neighbors.  Jesus is walking with us whether we recognize Him or not.  Lots of things 
happen on the road and it is time to look ahead with hope. 
   
As the journey continues, may it find us in prayer that this journey will bring us closer to Him, 
  
 
      
 
      
     Reverend  John J. Ouper 

RECOGNITION COMES IN THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
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